
PROFESSIONAL BIOGRAPHY - ROBERT L. NOBLE, Architect, AIA, LEED AP

August 1, 2008

Founder/Chairman, Noble Environmental Technologies Corporation

Founder/Chairman/CEO, Envision Solar International, Inc.
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Synopsis

Robert Noble is an architect, environmental designer, industrial designer and environmental technology entrepreneur (“ecopreneur”), and has been the recipient of numerous regional and national awards for his industrial and architectural designs, and green technology innovations. Over his 29 year career, he and/or his work has been awarded Entrepreneur Magazine’s Environmental Innovator of the Year, the Edison Award for Environmental Achievement and “Best of What’s New” – Popular Science 100 Best of 1993, and awards from the American Institute of Architects, the Urban Land Institute and many others.

He attended UC San Diego, UC Berkeley, Harvard Graduate School of Design and Harvard Business School, and Cambridge University Graduate Department of Architecture. He is well known in the San Diego area as the past CEO of Tucker Sadler Architects, having led the turn-around and rebuilding of the 50-year-old firm into the leading sustainable design firm in the region. 

He is Founder and CEO of Envision Solar, which is positioned as the leading firm worldwide at the convergence of the solar photovoltaic, building/real estate and transportation industries.  Envision Solar designs, engineers and installs photovoltaic solar parking arrays and other commercial and residential Solar Integrated Building Systems worldwide.

He is Past Chair of the US Green Building Council of San Diego, Past President of the American Institute of Architects of San Diego, Chairman of the Board of the California Center for Sustainable Energy, past Chair of the California American Institute of Architects Committee on the Environment, past Board Member of The Old Globe Theatre, Member of the San Diego Regional Sustainability Partnership and current Chairman of the San Diego Downtown YMCA. 

He and his work have been published extensively, and he has written over 40 articles regarding sustainable design, USBGC LEED™ Certification, emergency shelter for disaster relief, renewable energy and many other subjects. He has been a highly committed and vocal local, regional and national advocate of environmentally responsible manufacturing, design and planning, and low-cost, emergency and affordable housing for over 20 years. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

EDUCATION:

Harvard University Graduate School of Design, 1979

Cambridge University Graduate Department of Architecture, 1979

Harvard University Graduate School of Business Administration, 1999

University of California at San Diego and Berkeley, Undergraduate Studies, 1975

REGISTRATION/ACCREDITATION:

California - Architect

Arkansas - Architect

Nevada - Architect

Arizona – Architect

Texas - Architect

NCARB Certification

USGBC LEED™ Accredited Professional

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:

American Institute of Architects

National Council of Architectural Registration Boards

San Diego Downtown YMCA, Board of Managers, Chairman

American Institute Of Architects; San Diego Chapter, Board Member and (past) President 

American Institute Of Architects; California Council, Committee on the Environment, (past) Chairman 

Architects For Life, Founder, Board of Directors, Chairman

California Center for Sustainable Energy, Chairman

New School of Architecture, San Diego, Board Member

Ecoinvestmentclub.com, Founding Sponsor, Charter Sponsor

Bal Jagat, International Adoption Agency, Board Member (past)

US Green Building Council; San Diego Chapter, Chairman (past)

Old Globe Theater of San Diego, Board of Directors, Director (past)

San Diego County Taxpayers Association, Board of Directors, Director (past)

Harvard Graduate School of Design Alumni Council, Member (past)

PROFESSIONAL AWARDS: (To Mr. Noble and/or his work) 
2007 AeA, American Electronics Association, San Diego, Clean Tech Award

2006 Urban Land Institute, San Diego, Smart Growth Award, Innovation Category

2006 Citation Award, American Institute of Architects, San Diego Chapter

2006 Energy Efficiency Award, AIA San Diego Chapter and San Diego Gas and Electric

2005 San Diego Regional Energy Office Award

2001 Citation Award, American Institute of Architects, San Diego Chapter

1994 Innovator of the Year, Environmental Category, Entrepreneur Magazine

1993 100 Best New Products of  Award, Popular Science Magazine

Alvin J. Huss Award, American Forest and Paper Association

E-chievement Environmental Award, E-Town, National Public Radio

The Edison Award for Environmental Achievement, American Marketing Association

Best Recycling Innovation Award National Recycling Coalition Board

Best Recycling Manufacturing Technology Award, California Integrated Waste Management Board

Waste Reduction Award, California Integrated Waste Management Board

1985 Design Excellence First Award, Precast Concrete Institution

1983 Design Excellence First Award, Building Stone Institute

ARCHITECTURE & CORPORATE EXPERIENCE:

Lead Designer, Architectural Practices: Between 1979 and 1986, Mr. Noble worked as a lead designer with several prestigious architectural firms including Tucker Sadler, San Diego; IBI Group, Newport Beach; Beyer Blinder Belle, New York City; and WZMH Group, Dallas.

Noble Design: Between 1986 and 1991, Mr. Noble invented and led the development of an environmentally superior manufactured building system called the “Pyramod”. The modular housing system was designed using proprietary structural wall panels made from 99% compressed wheat straw. Several versions of the housing system were constructed in Dallas, Los Angeles, West Virginia and Guatemala.

Gridcore Systems International Corporation: In 1992, Mr. Noble founded Gridcore Systems International Corporation in San Diego.  As Chairman and CEO, he led the company in advancing USDA patented lab technology and commercial production processes and establishing international market awareness of the “Gridcore” 100% recycled content, structural panel and environmental product technologies.  The company secured over $20M in investments and/or partnering agreements with IKEA of Sweden, Armstrong World Industries, Owens / Corning, Sonoco Products, Taiheiyo Cement of Japan, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Weyerhaeuser, private investors and many others.

Kiva Advanced Environmental Technologies Corporation: In 1998, Mr. Noble Founded KIVA Corporation, a design, project development and environmental technology company.  From 1998 to 2000, KIVA developed a panelized, modular building system (the “Kiva”), and specialized residential properties in southern California.

Tucker Sadler Architects: Between 2000 and 2006, Mr. Noble was Co-Owner, CEO and Design Principal of Tucker Sadler Architects, recognized as one of the leading architectural firms in San Diego for almost 50 years. He led the re-building of the firm from a staff of 11 to 45 over six years and established the firm as the region’s leading advocate of environmentally responsible design, planning and public policy.

Current - Envision Solar International, Inc. (ESI): In June of 2006, Mr. Noble founded Envision Solar, LLC (converted to ESI in September, 2007). ESI provides turn-key design-build services to plan, design, construct and maintain large scale solar parking arrays and other structure projects worldwide. Additionally, ESI has developed a range of Solar Integrated Building Systems™ including LifePort™ residential solar carports. Partnered with Kyocera Solar, Envision’s founding team collaborated to produce the extraordinarily successful and notable “Solar Grove” project at Kyocera’s San Diego manufacturing facility. The Solar Grove has won numerous awards and serves as the “beta” project for Envision Solar. Envision Solar is based in La Jolla, CA with operations in Seattle, San Francisco and Connecticut. (envisionsolar.com and lifeportsolar.com)

Current - Noble Group, Inc (NGI). Mr. Noble formed NGi following his sale of his interest in Tucker Sadler Architects. NGI currently provides sustainable strategy consulting, eco-planning and sustainable design/architectural services. NGI is based in La Jolla, CA.

Current - Noble Environmental Technologies Corporation (NET). Mr. Noble launched NET in 1997 to provide the platform for the research, technology development and commercialization of 3 dimensional engineered molded fiber (3dEMF) processes towards worldwide construction, furniture and other markets. NET is engaged in an exclusive Cooperative Research and Development Agreement (CRADA) with the Forest Products Laboratory of the USDA in Madison, Wisconsin to transfer fundamental research into applied research and product development of the company’s 3D engineered molded fiber manufacturing technologies and 100% post-consumer recycled content structural materials. The new technology is named “eCOR™”. NET is based in La Jolla, CA, with operations in San Marcos, California and Madison, Wisconsin. (ecorglobal.com)

Current – Eco Investment Network International (EINI). Mr. Noble co-founded EINI in 2007 to establish a “Club/Network” platform to support and accelerate the viral socio/cyber growth of the worldwide network of green. EINI is based in San Diego, CA. (ecoinvestmentclub.com)

Current – Architects For Life (AFL).

He founded Architects For Life, a California 501 c3 tax exempt non-profit in 1999 to provide high level building and infrastructure disaster assistance worldwide. (architectsforlife.org)

PROJECTS:

EDUCATIONAL:

San Diego State University Alumni Center, San Diego, CA

The Bishop's School, La Jolla, CA

San Diego State University Student Services Center, San Diego, CA

MASTER PLANNING:

Navy Broadway / Pacific Gateway, 3M SF, San Diego, CA

2001 Del Mar Fairgrounds Master Plan, San Diego County, CA

Commercial Center Master Plan, Rosewood Properties, Plano, TX

Pacific Coast Gateway Master Plan, Huntington Beach, CA

Creekside Business Park Master Plan, Vista, CA

Christina Gateway Master Plan, 1.2 M SF offices, Wilmington, DL

PUBLIC:

Randolf Public Library, Randolf, NJ

Tecolote Canyon Nature Center, San Diego, CA

Harbor Drive Pedestrian Bridges, San Diego, CA 

San Diego Convention Center Phase III Expansion, Siting Options, San Diego, CA

COMMERCIAL:

III Christina Centre, 300,000 SF office tower, Wilmington, DL

I Christina Centre, 600,000 SF office / parking, Wilmington, DL

1919 Market Street, building lobby and court, Philadelphia, PA

Blue Cross Headquarters, entry façade and lobby, Philadelphia, PA

Creekside Office Buildings, 50,000  100,000 SF, Vista, CA

Spectragraphics, headquarters building, San Diego, CA

5 Star Columbia Parking Structure, San Diego, CA

Helen Woodward Animal Center, San Diego, CA

Salvation Army, Operations Center, Retail Outlet and Residential Facility, San Diego, CA

RESIDENTIAL / HOTEL:

Cove North, 200-unit high density residential, The Irvine Company, Irvine, CA

Schnay Residence, 5,000 SF, New Jersey

Gaurano Residence, 5,000 SF, Laguna Beach, CA

Noble Residence, 4,000 SF, Encinitas, CA

Valle de Oro Residence, 10,000 SF, Rancho Santa Fe, CA

Cypress Pointe Residence, 6,000 SF, Rancho Mirage, CA

Dana Inn Hotel Expansion, San Diego, CA

El Colibri Inn, Cambria, CA

RETAIL:

Barneys New York, exclusive entry, storefront and interiors, New York City

485 5th Avenue, exclusive  and lobby, New York City

National Retail Merchants Association Offices, New York City

Outback,  Australian Clothing Showroom, Soho, New York City

INDUSTRIAL:  

ConEdison E40th Street Substation, power substation, New York City

ConEdison W50th Street Substation, power substation, New York City

Granitech Corporation, offices and production facility, Fairfield, Iowa

Gridcore Pilot Production Facility, Long Beach, California

Gridcore Production Facility “Line 1”, 28,000 SF. Long Beach, California

Gridcore Production Facility “Line 2”, 80,000 SF Long Beach, California

eCor Production Facility “Line 1”, (planned for) Bakersfield, CA, Boise, Id, Indiana and Wisconsin

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN / TECHNOLOGY:

Gridcore structural panel technologies, Carlsbad, CA

Granitech epoxy / granite floor tile, Fairfield, IA

eCor engineered molded fiber structural panel technologies, La Jolla, CA

MANUFACTURED HOUSING:

“Q-Hut” Residential Building Systems, patent pending, Carlsbad, CA

“Kiva” Residential Building Systems, Carlsbad, CA

“Pyramod” manufactured building systems, Dallas, Texas

“Pyramod” housing projects, California, West Virginia, and Guatemala

“Noble House” manufactured building systems, La Jolla, CA

“e-Hut” Residential Building Systems, La Jolla, CA

“e-Pod” Residential Building Systems, La Jolla, CA

SOLAR DESIGN, TECHNOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT

Kyocera “Solar Grove” Photovoltaic Solar Parking Array, San Diego, CA

CIP Development, Ontario Solar Grove, Ontario, CA

San Diego Zoo Wild Animal Park Solar Grove, San Diego, CA

National Renewable Energy Labs Solar Tree, CA

Sycuan Gaming Casino Solar Grove, El Cajon, CA

Applied Materials Solar Grove, San Francisco, CA

GreenShade™ Network Solar Shaded Parking

LifePort™ Residential/Light Commercial Solar Photovoltaic Carport Systems 

LifePod™ Residential/Light Commercial Solar Photovoltaic Mini-Building

PUBLISHED ARTICLES:

“Sustainable Design”

California Real Estate Journal, July 2001

San Diego Business Journal, August 2001

“Will Photovoltaics Create a Heatwave in California?”

California Real Estate Journal, March 2002

San Diego Business Journal, May 2002

Architectural West, August 2002

Real Estate Southern California, September 2002

“Economics of Sustainable Design”

San Diego Business Journal, January 2003

San Diego Daily Transcript, February 2003

California Real Estate Journal, March 2003

“Systems Building: The Future of Office & School Development?”
San Diego Daily Transcript, August 2003

Architectural West, September 2003

California Real Estate Journal, November 2003
“Applying Sustainable Design in San Diego”
San Diego Daily Transcript, September 2003

Top 10 Design Considerations of Animal Care Facilities 

San Diego Daily Transcript, November 6, 2003

AIA Newsletter, February 2005

“Mean Green Towers: Design Community Focusing on Sustainable High-Rises”
San Diego Daily Transcript, February 2004

Western Real Estate News, March 2004

AIA Newsletter, August 2004

Architectural West, January/February 2005

California Real Estate Journal, March 14, 2005

California Construction, April 2005

Environmental Design & Construction, June 2005

Builder & Developer, June 2005

Contractor News & Views, September 2005 and October 2005

Construction Executive, December 2005

“USGBC Chapter Implementing 2004 Platform: “Greening San Diego Now””
San Diego Daily Transcript, April 2004

AIA Newsletter, July 2004

Architectural West, July 2004

“Emergency Housing: The Fulfillment of Architecture”

AIA Newsletter January 2004

“Achieving Certification in LEED Category No. 1:  Sustainable Sites”
-     San Diego Daily Transcript, December, 30, 2004
Architectural West, July/August 2005

“Achieving Certification in LEED Category No. 2:  Water Efficiency”

San Diego Daily Transcript, January, 17, 2005

Architectural West, November/December 2005

“Growing Demand for Sustainable Design has Hospitality Market Seeing Green” 
-     California Construction, November 2004
Hotels Magazine web site, August 2005

GreenBiz.com, December 2005
“Emergency Housing: Architecture in the Wake of Disaster”


- 
AIA Newsletter, Summer 2005 
“Achieving Certification in LEED Category No. 3: Energy & Atmosphere”
Architectural West, November/December 2005 

“’Green’ Hotels: Benefits for Developers”


-
Eco-Structure, March 2006

“Achieving Certification in LEED Category No. 4: Materials & Resources”
Architectural West, March/April 2006
“Achieving Certification in LEED Category No. 5: Air Quality”


-
Architectural West, May/June 2006
PERSONAL

Mr. Noble is 56 years old, lives with his wife Nina and the three youngest of their six children in Encinitas, CA. He is a licensed private pilot with instrument and multi-engine certifications. His hobbies include kayaking, flying, golf and camping with his children.

